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Announcements 

A Message from GRCI's President 
I hope this e-blast finds you and your dogs well. It was nice to see 
so many of our members this past Sunday at the health clinic. It 
was one of the biggest attended clinics we have had in years. Big 
thanks to Pat Covek and her committee for keeping things 
organized and under control. Also we need to thank member Mark 
Rusley for so graciously allowing us to use his veterinary office. 

Next up is our Hunt Test on May 7 and 8. I encourage you to 
volunteer or come out and watch what our breed was bred to do. In 
June we have our Specialty on Saturday, June 18. Then in July we 
host an Agility Trial. So, as you can see we are very busy the next 
few months. I hope you can participate, volunteer or come by and 
watch these great events. A lot of hard work goes into organizing 
and putting on these different events. It is well received when our 
members come out to show their support. 
Many thanks to the board members and their committees, who 
have so worked so hard planning what will be a very busy and 
exciting year. I look forward to seeing so many of you compete and 
volunteer in the coming months. 
If you have any articles or "Wags and Brags" send them to Cathy 
Williams. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Hal Axelrod 
GRCI General Meeting 
GRCI's next General Meeting will be on Monday, April 25 at 7:00 
p.m. at Bow Wow Playground, 400 St. Charles Road in Villa Park.   
 

7:00 Brief General Meeting  
7:30 - Program:   
 
"FUNdamental Games to Play with Your Dog" 
  
Robin Comp-Zelles and Andie Zelles will be presenting a fun and 
exciting program, "FUNdamental Games to Play with Your 
Dog".  They will teach us "first level" games we can play with our 
dogs to encourage handler awareness, distraction training and 
impulse control in a positive, interactive manner.  These behaviors 
are for the foundation of the performance and the companion 
dog.  The games Robin and Andie will present and demonstrate are 
applicable to all dogs, and will help us succeed in all of the areas 
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of the sport in which we're involved:  Obedience, Agility, Rally, 
Tracking, Hunt Tests, Conformation, Nose Work, Therapy Work, 
companion dog, etc. 
  
Please do not bring your dogs to this meeting.  Robin and Andie will 
be demonstrating with their own dogs.  Robin has indicated if our 
Members are interested, she and Andie would be willing to do a 
follow up "class" with dogs at another meeting.  This program will 
be a discussion and demonstration that you will not want to miss! 
  
Please R.S.V.P. to GRCI President, Hal Axelrod, 
at harryaxe@comcast.net to let him know that you'll be attending 
the meeting and program on the 25th.  Thank you! 
 
GRCI Hunt Test  
GRCI Members - Your help is needed! 
Our annual Hunt Test is coming up May 7 and 8 at the Des Plaines 
Conservation Area in Wilmington.  
For most positions, volunteers do not need to be experienced, but 
will be trained "on the job." .  The test begins at 8:00 a.m. each 
day and runs until dusk.  Helpers are required to be there 
around 7:00 a.m. 
 
Please let Beth Gerdes know your availability. Thanks for any help 
you can give!!! 
Beth Gerdes,  
gerdes2@maxwire.net 309-310-3330 
 
 
GRCI June Specialty and Obedience/Rally Trials 
 
GRCI's 2016 Specialty date is Saturday, June 18th.  The two 
conformation Specialties will be at the Lake County Fairgrounds in 
Grayslake, Illinois.  
  
A change this year is that obedience and rally will be open to ALL 
BREEDS including All American Dogs. These performance events will 
be held at the Libertyville Sports Complex, which is about one and 
a half miles from the Fairgrounds.  (Labrador Retrievers, Basset 
Hounds, Brittanys and Norwegian Elkhounds are excluded from 
these events.) 

 
See links for premium and flyers for more information. 
 
GRCI Puppy and Veteran Sweepstakes will be held June 19, 2016 
with Little Fort Kennel Club.  Golden may also enter June 16, 2016 
under Little Fort Kennel Club's show and the IKC's show on June 17, 
2016. 
 
Also June 19 -- North Shore Dog Training Club will have ALL BREED 
OBEDIENCE AND RALLY at Libertyville Sports Complex. 
 
Contact Joan Wetton for more information jrw00013@aol.com 
 
Request for Specialty Raffle Donations 

Board of Directors 

President  
Hal Axelrod, 847-831-2050 
harryaxe@comcast.net  
  
Vice President 
Jane Coen, 847-236-0138 
warrington26@comcast.net  
  
Treasurer 
Murray Mitchneck 
847-530-6401 
mmitchneck@aol.com 
 
Secretary 
Betty Smith, 630-231-9892 
betty.greg@comcast.net 
  
3-Yr. Director 
Beth Gerdes, 309-310-3330 
gerdes2@maxwire.net 
  
2-Yr. Director 
Michelle Kolb, 847-800-6124 
partyinthepaint1@sbcglobal.net 
  
1-Yr. Director - Public Ed 
Cheri Mitchneck 
847-722-4287   
agility12@aol.com 
                
1-Yr. Director - Awards and Clinics 
Kaye Dahlquist, 847-341-0084 
kaye.dahlquist@gmail.com  
  
1-Yr. Director - Specialty 
Joan Wetton, 847-251-2264 
jrw00013@aol.com 
 
 
  
 

 

Sunshine Notes 

Do you know someone in the hospital, 
sick or in need of some Sunshine in his 
or her life?  
 
Call Laurie Stecker at 847-705-9172 or 
email at Aylwyn1@aol.com.  She will 
arrange flowers, cards, and other forms of 
"sunshine" to brighten their day. 
  
 

 

Newsletter Contributors 

Editors:  
Cathy Williams 847-452-2568 
cwilliams0727@gmail.com 
Hal Axelrod 847-738-0708 
harryaxe@comcast.net  
  
Conformation 
Karin Boullion 630-941-7568 
goldbulyon@aol.com  
  
Obedience 
Jane Coen 847-236-0138 
warrington26@comcast.net 
 

 

 

  

mailto:harryaxe@comcast.net
mailto:gerdes2@maxwire.net
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ft-3Dtbte9gxab.0.0.uqrqm6rab.0-26id-3Dpreview-26r-3D3-26p-3Dhttp-253A-252F-252Fwww.royjonesdogshows.com-252FPages-252FUpcomingShows-2525202.htm&d=DwMFaQ&c=N13-TaG7c-EYAiUNohBk74oLRjUiBTwVm-KSnr4bPSc&r=oyNzKcDEEN2M4OOl2P7rJEPlHEFqWNKEj8w3548fCa4&m=SWDjGygZgAakGzyq4bIAfPkTOO6xjfZ52USYUrQi-uY&s=qA_rdqwyePPDySldrYQbE-LePoymVE6kgDwRa6DyIQ4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ft-3Dtbte9gxab.0.0.uqrqm6rab.0-26id-3Dpreview-26r-3D3-26p-3Dhttp-253A-252F-252Fwww.grcillinois.org-252Fcontentfiles-252F84b3ed4d-2Da682-2D46c8-2D856b-2D1d3c843c1617.pdf&d=DwMFaQ&c=N13-TaG7c-EYAiUNohBk74oLRjUiBTwVm-KSnr4bPSc&r=oyNzKcDEEN2M4OOl2P7rJEPlHEFqWNKEj8w3548fCa4&m=SWDjGygZgAakGzyq4bIAfPkTOO6xjfZ52USYUrQi-uY&s=auchP84aCc-lhe8zFA2JWXVnfxE6OMSbQDdGSlz5DRQ&e=
mailto:jrw00013@aol.com
mailto:harryaxe@comcast.net
mailto:warrington26@comcast.net
mailto:mmitchneck@aol.com
mailto:betty.greg@comcast.net
mailto:gerdes2@maxwire.net
mailto:partyinthepaint1@sbcglobal.net
mailto:agility12@aol.com
mailto:kaye.dahlquist@gmail.com
mailto:jrw00013@aol.com
mailto:Aylwyn1@aol.com
mailto:cwilliams0727@gmail.com
mailto:harryaxe@comcast.net
mailto:goldbulyon@aol.com
mailto:warrington26@comcast.net


GRCI MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

The Specialty is fast approaching and it's time to  
donate items or money for the Auction.  Thus far we have only 7 
donors, including one Board member. We can use canine themed 
pictures, dog toys, crates, folding chairs, gift cards, jewelry, 
summer items, etc.  Items need to be donated in a clear wrapped 
basket or a gift bag.  The gift bags need to be visually accessible by 
potential bidders.  Used items need to be clean and in good 
condition.  Obviously crates, chairs or other large items won't need 
to be wrapped. 

Since the Specialty will be held in two different locations, we hope 
to have 1-2 Auction items at the Obedience site.  We will need 
someone to manage the item(s) at this venue.  We will also need 
someone to sell/distribute catalogs at the Obedience site.  The 
same person should be able to manage both the Auction and 
catalog sales at the Obedience site. 

Contact  Pat Covek or Laurie Stecker regarding Auction items or for 
volunteering to manage the Auction and catalog sales at the 
Obedience venue. 

Thanks much, 
Pat Covek 
patriciamcovek@gmail.com 
Laurie Stecker 
Aylwyn1@aol.com 
 
Time to Think About GRCI Trophies! 
GRCI club offers yearly trophies that recognize outstanding 
achievements in: Conformation,Obedience, Therapy,  Combined-
field/bench/obedience, and also for a member's outstanding 
leadership. Our award presentation meeting will be in conjunction 
with our August 14, 2016 barbecue picnic/ general meeting. In 
addition to trophies, owners of  dogs, having earned AKC titles, will 
be presented with 5"x 7" wood plaques as well as  brass plates. 
Framed certificates are given for Therapy, GRCA, and UKC awards. 
Let us know all the great activities your team has been doing! 
 
Members need to submit validation for awards or titles completed 
from June 1, 2015 to May 31, 2016. 
Send to: Kaye Dahlquist 
 947 Saratoga Dr. Palatine,IL 60074...  or   Kaye@Dhlqst.com 
 
For full details, see the GRCI website. 
 

Request for New Perpetual Trophies from Kaye Dahlquist and 
the GRCI Board 

Presently the GRCI club offers yearly trophies that recognize 
outstanding achievements in: Conformation, Obedience, 
Therapy,  Combined-field/bench/obedience, and also for a 
member's outstanding leadership. 
 

We have never had trophies for Agility or Rally.... Now, since many 
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members are so active in Agility  as well as Rally trials...the club 
would like to extend an invitation to  members who might like to 
support a  trophy  recognizing outstanding performance in 
either  of  these venues.  
Trophies are usually named after, and dedicated in honor of a 
favorite dog,(current or in memory of) and they vary in size and 
design.  Each year, the most outstanding qualified dog, in each of 
these categories,  will be eligible to be  included in the list of 
elite  dogs from years past. A dog/member  who achieves this 
honor will have his/her name engraved on the trophy as a record of 
their winning performances and get to take home that  trophy for 
the year!  
 
Other Events 
AKC Judges Seminar 
Marshbanks, MI Golden Retriever Club is hosting an AKC Judges 
Seminar on Saturday, May 7.  If you are interested, please visit the 
Marshbanks GRC website at www.marshbanksgrcmi.org  or contact 
Cathy Brush at 248-760-0760. 
 
Kansas City Golden Retriever Club Specialty Events 
Conformation, Obedience, and Rally; entries close May 4.  Follow 
this  
link for the premium. 

Wags and Brags 

WAGS AND BRAGS  
 
Jeff Simmons reports on his dog Mauser -  
 
Mauser Completes Fall Hunt "Test"! 
 
$30 Fee, 
3 hour drive, 
1 hour in field, 
Hunting with your dog, 
Priceless 
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Mauser 

 

If you have a Wag and Brag to share, please send your story in 

"copy and paste" mode, along with a picture if you have one to 

Cathy Williams at cwilliams0727@gmail.com or Hal Axelrod at 

harryaxe@comcast.net. 

  

 

 

 

 

To all our Golden Moms - Happy Mother's 
Day! 

  

Golden Moments April, 2016 
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 Golden Retriever Club of Illinois 

GOLDEN MOMENTS NEWSLETTER 
 

 

 

Dear Cathy, 

Announcements 

A Message from GRCI's President 
I hope this e-blast finds you and your dogs well. It was nice to see so many 
of our members this past Sunday at the health clinic. It was one of the 
biggest attended clinics we have had in years. Big thanks to Pat Covek and 
her committee for keeping things organized and under control. Also we need 
to thank member Mark Rusley for so graciously allowing us to use his 
veterinary office. 

Next up is our Hunt Test on May 7 and 8. I encourage you to volunteer or 
come out and watch what our breed was bred to do. In June we have our 
Specialty on Saturday, June 18. Then in July we host an Agility Trial. So, as 
you can see we are very busy the next few months. I hope you can 
participate, volunteer or come by and watch these great events. A lot of 
hard work goes into organizing and putting on these different events. It is 
well received when our members come out to show their support. 
Many thanks to the board members and their committees, who have so 
worked so hard planning what will be a very busy and exciting year. I look 
forward to seeing so many of you compete and volunteer in the coming 
months. 
If you have any articles or "Wags and Brags" send them to Cathy Williams. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Hal Axelrod 
GRCI General Meeting 
GRCI's next General Meeting will be on Monday, April 25 at 7:00 p.m. at Bow 
Wow Playground, 400 St. Charles Road in Villa Park.   
 

7:00 Brief General Meeting  
7:30 - Program:   
 
"FUNdamental Games to Play with Your Dog" 
  
Robin Comp-Zelles and Andie Zelles will be presenting a fun and 
exciting program, "FUNdamental Games to Play with Your Dog".  They will 
teach us "first level" games we can play with our dogs to encourage handler 
awareness, distraction training and impulse control in a positive, interactive 
manner.  These behaviors are for the foundation of the performance and the 
companion dog.  The games Robin and Andie will present and demonstrate 
are applicable to all dogs, and will help us succeed in all of the areas of the 
sport in which we're involved:  Obedience, Agility, Rally, Tracking, Hunt 
Tests, Conformation, Nose Work, Therapy Work, companion dog, etc. 
  
Please do not bring your dogs to this meeting.  Robin and Andie will be 
demonstrating with their own dogs.  Robin has indicated if our Members are 
interested, she and Andie would be willing to do a follow up "class" with 
dogs at another meeting.  This program will be a discussion and 
demonstration that you will not want to miss! 
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April 25 
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Visit our Website 

Looking for more 
information?  
 
Find it at on our website  

grcillinois.org 
 
or on our Facebook Page 

 

 

 

Board of Directors 

President  
Hal Axelrod, 847-831-2050 
harryaxe@comcast.net  
  
Vice President 
Jane Coen, 847-236-0138 
warrington26@comcast.net  
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Please R.S.V.P. to GRCI President, Hal Axelrod, at harryaxe@comcast.net to 
let him know that you'll be attending the meeting and program on the 
25th.  Thank you! 
 
GRCI Hunt Test  
GRCI Members - Your help is needed! 
Our annual Hunt Test is coming up May 7 and 8 at the Des Plaines 
Conservation Area in Wilmington.  
For most positions, volunteers do not need to be experienced, but will be 
trained "on the job." .  The test begins at 8:00 a.m. each day and runs until 
dusk.  Helpers are required to be there around 7:00 a.m. 
 
Please let Beth Gerdes know your availability. Thanks for any help you can 
give!!! 
Beth Gerdes,  
gerdes2@maxwire.net 309-310-3330 
 
 
GRCI June Specialty and Obedience/Rally Trials 
 
GRCI's 2016 Specialty date is Saturday, June 18th.  The two conformation 
Specialties will be at the Lake County Fairgrounds in Grayslake, Illinois.  
  
A change this year is that obedience and rally will be open to ALL BREEDS 
including All American Dogs. These performance events will be held at the 
Libertyville Sports Complex, which is about one and a half miles from the 
Fairgrounds.  (Labrador Retrievers, Basset Hounds, Brittanys and Norwegian 
Elkhounds are excluded from these events.) 

 
See links for premium and flyers for more information. 
 
GRCI Puppy and Veteran Sweepstakes will be held June 19, 2016 with Little 
Fort Kennel Club.  Golden may also enter June 16, 2016 under Little Fort 
Kennel Club's show and the IKC's show on June 17, 2016. 
 
Also June 19 -- North Shore Dog Training Club will have ALL BREED 
OBEDIENCE AND RALLY at Libertyville Sports Complex. 
 
Contact Joan Wetton for more information jrw00013@aol.com 
 
Request for Specialty Raffle Donations 
GRCI MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

The Specialty is fast approaching and it's time to  
donate items or money for the Auction.  Thus far we have only 7 donors, 
including one Board member. We can use canine themed pictures, dog toys, 
crates, folding chairs, gift cards, jewelry, summer items, etc.  Items need to 
be donated in a clear wrapped basket or a gift bag.  The gift bags need to 
be visually accessible by potential bidders.  Used items need to be clean and 
in good condition.  Obviously crates, chairs or other large items won't need 
to be wrapped. 

Since the Specialty will be held in two different locations, we hope to have 
1-2 Auction items at the Obedience site.  We will need someone to manage 
the item(s) at this venue.  We will also need someone to sell/distribute 

  
Treasurer 
Murray Mitchneck 
847-530-6401 
mmitchneck@aol.com 
 
Secretary 
Betty Smith, 630-231-9892 
betty.greg@comcast.net 
  
3-Yr. Director 
Beth Gerdes, 309-310-3330 
gerdes2@maxwire.net 
  
2-Yr. Director 
Michelle Kolb, 847-800-6124 
partyinthepaint1@sbcglobal.net 
  
1-Yr. Director - Public Ed 
Cheri Mitchneck 
847-722-4287   
agility12@aol.com 
                
1-Yr. Director - Awards and 
Clinics 
Kaye Dahlquist, 847-341-0084 
kaye.dahlquist@gmail.com  
  
1-Yr. Director - Specialty 
Joan Wetton, 847-251-2264 
jrw00013@aol.com 
 
 
  
 

 

Sunshine Notes 

Do you know someone in the 
hospital, sick or in need of 
some Sunshine in his or her 
life?  
 
Call Laurie Stecker at 847-705-
9172 or email at 
Aylwyn1@aol.com.  She will 
arrange flowers, cards, and 
other forms of "sunshine" to 
brighten their day. 
  
 

 

Newsletter 
Contributors 

Editors:  
Cathy Williams 847-452-2568 
cwilliams0727@gmail.com 
Hal Axelrod 847-738-0708 
harryaxe@comcast.net  
  
Conformation 
Karin Boullion 630-941-7568 
goldbulyon@aol.com  
  
Obedience 
Jane Coen 847-236-0138 
warrington26@comcast.net 
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catalogs at the Obedience site.  The same person should be able to manage 
both the Auction and catalog sales at the Obedience site. 

Contact  Pat Covek or Laurie Stecker regarding Auction items or for 
volunteering to manage the Auction and catalog sales at the Obedience 
venue. 

Thanks much, 
Pat Covek 
patriciamcovek@gmail.com 
Laurie Stecker 
Aylwyn1@aol.com 
 
Time to Think About GRCI Trophies! 
GRCI club offers yearly trophies that recognize outstanding achievements in: 
Conformation,Obedience, Therapy,  Combined-field/bench/obedience, and 
also for a member's outstanding leadership. Our award presentation meeting 
will be in conjunction with our August 14, 2016 barbecue picnic/ general 
meeting. In addition to trophies, owners of  dogs, having earned AKC titles, 
will be presented with 5"x 7" wood plaques as well as  brass plates. Framed 
certificates are given for Therapy, GRCA, and UKC awards. Let us know all 
the great activities your team has been doing! 
 
Members need to submit validation for awards or titles completed from June 
1, 2015 to May 31, 2016. 
Send to: Kaye Dahlquist 
 947 Saratoga Dr. Palatine,IL 60074...  or   Kaye@Dhlqst.com 
 
For full details, see the GRCI website. 
 

Request for New Perpetual Trophies from Kaye Dahlquist and the GRCI 
Board 

Presently the GRCI club offers yearly trophies that recognize outstanding 
achievements in: Conformation, Obedience, Therapy,  Combined-
field/bench/obedience, and also for a member's outstanding leadership. 
 

We have never had trophies for Agility or Rally.... Now, since many 
members are so active in Agility  as well as Rally trials...the club would like 
to extend an invitation to  members who might like to support 
a  trophy  recognizing outstanding performance in either  of  these venues.  
Trophies are usually named after, and dedicated in honor of a favorite 
dog,(current or in memory of) and they vary in size and design.  Each year, 
the most outstanding qualified dog, in each of these categories,  will be 
eligible to be  included in the list of elite  dogs from years past. A 
dog/member  who achieves this honor will have his/her name engraved on 
the trophy as a record of their winning performances and get to take home 
that  trophy for the year!  
 
Other Events 
AKC Judges Seminar 
Marshbanks, MI Golden Retriever Club is hosting an AKC Judges Seminar on 
Saturday, May 7.  If you are interested, please visit the Marshbanks GRC 
website at www.marshbanksgrcmi.org  or contact Cathy Brush at 248-760-
0760. 
 

mailto:patriciamcovek@gmail.com
mailto:Aylwyn1@aol.com
mailto:Kaye@Dhlqst.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ft-3Dtbte9gxab.0.0.uqrqm6rab.0-26id-3Dpreview-26r-3D3-26p-3Dhttp-253A-252F-252Fwww.grcillinois.org-252Fcontentfiles-252F2adece64-2D79fd-2D46cf-2D99f7-2D9e59f414eada.pdf&d=DwMFaQ&c=N13-TaG7c-EYAiUNohBk74oLRjUiBTwVm-KSnr4bPSc&r=oyNzKcDEEN2M4OOl2P7rJEPlHEFqWNKEj8w3548fCa4&m=SWDjGygZgAakGzyq4bIAfPkTOO6xjfZ52USYUrQi-uY&s=4jVLeMC2j2JJCWPHQWHjBaWpvSfc9qvEBBa-ETC7yMk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ft-3Dtbte9gxab.0.0.uqrqm6rab.0-26id-3Dpreview-26r-3D3-26p-3Dhttp-253A-252F-252Fwww.marshbanksgrcmi.org&d=DwMFaQ&c=N13-TaG7c-EYAiUNohBk74oLRjUiBTwVm-KSnr4bPSc&r=oyNzKcDEEN2M4OOl2P7rJEPlHEFqWNKEj8w3548fCa4&m=SWDjGygZgAakGzyq4bIAfPkTOO6xjfZ52USYUrQi-uY&s=5f2g9dO5Ns65BV9x6bTgVCuYr-SjKT2CwxFLCFmJfPo&e=


Kansas City Golden Retriever Club Specialty Events 
Conformation, Obedience, and Rally; entries close May 4.  Follow this  
link for the premium. 

Wags and Brags 

WAGS AND BRAGS  
 
Jeff Simmons reports on his dog Mauser -  
 
Mauser Completes Fall Hunt "Test"! 
 
$30 Fee, 
3 hour drive, 
1 hour in field, 
Hunting with your dog, 
Priceless 

 

Mauser 

 

If you have a Wag and Brag to share, please send your story in "copy and 

paste" mode, along with a picture if you have one to Cathy Williams at 

cwilliams0727@gmail.com or Hal Axelrod at harryaxe@comcast.net. 
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To all our Golden Moms - Happy Mother's 
Day! 
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